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Lou Nuer — Murle
Group 2 — Analyzing Positions, Interests, Needs & Values 

EXERCISE 1:

Local & Intercommunal Conflict Analysis  
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LOU NUER

POSITION
- They need cattle for business and marriage 

purpose
- Recover abducted children
- Bring and end to cattle raid in Jonglei
- Establish ethnic dominance within Jonglei

POSITIONS

MURLE

POSITION
- They need kids to increase their population
- Cattle for business and marriage purposes
- To curb marginalization and force for 

representation at the state and national 
government.
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LOU NUER

INTERESTS
- Protection of their herds and the preservation of their 
traditional way of life.

INTERESTS

MURLE

INTERESTS
-The Murle's interest lies in defending their community 
against perceived encroachments by other ethnic groups, 
including the Lou Nuer.
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LOU NUER
NEEDS
- The Lou Nuer community has long suffered from attacks 

and raids by the Murle community. Ensuring the security 
and protection of the Lou Nuer people is of utmost 
importance. 

- The Lou Nuer community heavily relies on agriculture and 
livestock herding for their livelihoods. However, the 
frequent attacks and displacement have severely 
disrupted their economic activities.

- Due to the conflict, the Lou Nuer community has faced 
limited access to basic services such as healthcare, 
education, and clean water. Investing in the development 
of healthcare facilities, schools, and water infrastructure 
can significantly improve the quality of life for the Lou 
Nuer people.

NEEDS

MURLE
NEEDS
- Efforts should be made to promote dialogue, 

reconciliation, and peaceful coexistence between the Lou 
Nuer and Murle communities. Establishing community-led 
reconciliation processes, supported by local and 
international organizations.

- Access to quality education and skills development 
opportunities is vital for the Murle community's long-term 
development. Investing in the construction of schools, 
providing scholarships, and vocational training programs 
can empower the Murle youth and create avenues for 
economic growth and social integration.

- Establishing psychosocial support programs and trauma 
healing centers can help address the mental health needs 
of the Murle people and promote healing and 
reconciliation.
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LOU NUER
VALUES
- They are known for their strong cultural identity, which 
centers around cattle herding and a warrior tradition. The Lou 
Nuer have historically engaged in cattle raiding, which they 
view as a way to secure their livelihoods and maintain their 
social status. This practice has, however, contributed to the 
escalation of conflicts in the region.

VALUES

MURLE
VALUES
- Like the Lou Nuer, they are pastoralists who heavily rely on 
cattle and other livestock. The Murle have been involved in 
intercommunal conflicts, often portrayed as aggressors due to 
their frequent cattle raids on neighboring communities. The 
Murle's actions have fueled tensions and retaliatory attacks 
from other groups, including the Lou Nuer.


